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By Mary Rodrique

hL"}"r{.‘ [l"lL' L'I.lﬁklli.

cars of the

waterways, the
antique wooden boats
that turn the heads of
pleasure cruisers on
lazy summer after-
noons spent on the
lakes and rivers around
metro Detroit.

Mays-Craft, vintage
Chris-Craft, polished
“Baby Gar” runabouts >
at least 50 years old
and restored to pristine S y ] n g
condition — these
aren't your run of the
mill cookie-curtter
boars.
Antique boating is a

favorite pastime for a number of Detroit Athletic Club mem-
bers like Jim Schroth, who pilots the peppy Bingo during

boating season.

“It’s 24-feer long and has a Hemi engine, probably one of

the fastest on the lake. It cruises at about 40 miles per hour,”
said Schroth, who gets a lot of thumbs-up signs from other
boaters on Lake St. Clair.

Schroth bought his 1948 Mays-Craft in July 1984 and
stores it in winter near his cottage on Harsens Island. Like

other antique boating enthusiasts, he enjoys the classic look of

the vessel updated with the latest marine technology.
i 1"‘::0|ch who know the il]dustrj.' know a Ma}'SaCmFt." said
Schroth, a Club member since 1969. “All of their work is
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mix Vintage
tech updates

:_{ulh.‘ ]‘.I_'l.' |'l;1|:'!d. '!'nu
|'|::|"ﬂ: [ |.'.IL' pri\-‘“rgﬂl 10
own one. For one
thing, theres not
another boat like mine
— they only make
originals.”

It’s that arrenuon tw
detail and pride in
craftsmanship thai
DAC

Paul Chauvin to Mayea

drew member

Boar Works more than

= 25 years ago. Chauvin
] was the original owner

of Schroth’s baoart
Hius___:n. Shopping for a
boat in a marnna one
day, Chauvin's then §
year-old daughter eyed
the Mays-Craft wooden speedboat and said “Bingo.” The
name stuck.

“It’s just the beauty and the grace of these boats, that’s what
areracted me,” said Chauvin, a DAC member for 22 years.
“It’s difficult to explain the allure. You have t see it,”

Today he owns Duchess, a 1969 47-foot Chris-Craft plea-
sure cruiser. Although a fiberglass vessel, Chauvin had Mayea
Boat Works remodel the interior in rich malh(:gm'l}'. as well a8
install powerful new diesel engines, running gear and fuel
tanks. The handsome finished product is pictured in a com-
pany brochure.

Chauvin now has a business affiliation with the 100-yeir-

old company founded in Detroit by Louis Mayea, who relo-

gited the operation to Fair Haven in
1914.

“He put a two-story building on a
barge and brought it here,” said
E}I:l“\'i[]. “l"h{:l (l{:ﬁcrihud i"'.‘l:i:r I".Ii‘l."r’Cl\ iI‘J
the carly 20th century as a vibrant city
with train service, plenty of cotrages,
taverns, hotels and roller rinks.

Today the third generation of family,
hfl.“]'ll’.'nl I.]TT}' '.1T'|.l'.| n”” :"-'{ﬂ}rt.l. Ll!(}l]g
with their brother-in-law Norm Pleatl,
run the boat works. Theres a marina
and a boat launch right ourside their
door on Lake St. Clair.

The patriarch, Herb Mayea, 83, seill
works in the shop five days a week, and
mmk‘[]“]{:ﬂ oan Hiull]’kiﬂ}'. oo, HL'l'l'.l i.:\ '[I]L'
son of the founder as well as the father
of Larry and Daon.

“F.\-'L'T}"hi”g i.\ lh”]l.' ]:'.l:r' l'li."“L“ .‘Ell:i.d.
Schroth. “I had a steering wheel from a
Chrysler Imperial in (Bingo). The cen-
ter where the horn sits was covered with
leather and had deteriorated with age. |
asked Herb ro do !-iﬂl']tt:lhil!g with thar.
He made a piece of mahogany thar fit in
there perfectly. All these contours and it
sits in there }u_'ri‘::i_l like it was molded.
The Mayeas' are the most skillful people
I h;l"r'i.' ever LC]'IU“"[]. I[‘H jl]!'ﬂ. i”LrL‘LIih[L‘

what they can accomplish.”

> it Mays-Crafe in dack.

The Fox" and" Paul Chawvins

Jim Schroth pilots his Mays-Craft "Bingo.”

Nine craftsmen, including two for-
mer L'ngi noeers, \.'A."‘H'I'C i-:}r 'hl_' C!'I]'['IP.'!!'I}"
and are adepr at every aspect of the
operation. Huilrjing. rcnmr.it_'ﬁn__u‘,
n..']."':llll'iI:IJ'E.:_'| 'ﬂ.]"l.l.l Llih[{if‘]i?.il1g h[]i‘l{hi i.‘!n i
fulltime endeavor and then some.

It’s also not cheap — everything is
hand-crafted using the finest wood.
Prices can run well over $1 million daol-
I.'!.T?\' .l['ll.l dar h'I:!}'{'LI. CUsStDImers Ii”l.-]ud.c
heirs to the Walgreen drugstore and
Fisher auto families. F.ight_\'rl'n-': boats
are housed in five rambling sheds this
winter in various states of repair.

Club member Ron Moore has a
1960 Mays-Craft cabin cruiser he
IH]LIl._'J':'.Il E‘HLIT :I.'L‘.'!.]'h '.lgl} ILH.'II'I.'I [i'll‘ U‘Tigillili
DWner.

“It's a great boat,” said Moore, a
DAC member since 1984. "1 really like
the craftsmanship. I'm not into speed;
I‘I'I'l inr{: cnm'll‘::‘.nr[,“

Moore keeps his boat, Soft Touch,
in the Mayea Boat Works marina dur-
ing the winter,

Nautical nostalgia

“Baby boomers are E’.”i"k; back to
their roots,” said Larry Mayea, who
added there’s a ﬁ\’L‘*}’L‘;]I' wait for new
boat orders. "They're bringing us pic-

tures of boats they remember from the

/;inﬂ- 1933.
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1950s and ‘60s and asking us to draw
l.ll_'l‘ TI'II: F'.Ilﬂl'l.\-.“

Others are hauling in boats that
have been in their families for decades
and need modernizing. They want
conveniences like microwave ovens
'.'IHL!. Eht}\'u"t'fs il!bl;l"ﬂ].

At Mayea, the emphasis is on
blending classic features like hand-
sanded and varnished old-world
mahogany and brass hardware with
computer design programs and
machine formed components.

“We craft the (vintage) looks every-
one wants but using rthe newest
advancements,” said Larry, whose son
Chad is the computer designer. This
fourth generation Mayea, along with
his cousin, Jared, works in the boar-
yard part-time.

The most historically significant
boat currently under restoration in the
yard is Miss America X, legendary
racer Gar Woods record-setter thar
clocked 124.8 miles per hour in the

one-mile str:lighr.m':l}' in 1932,

win-
ning the internatonal Harmsworth

Trophy. The 38-foot mahogany hull

Chris-Crafts, Hackers, and Gar
Wood runabouts (the racer also
built boats for a high-end marker).
They will craft original boats up to
60 feet. The company buile sea-
Pl:'l]"li,".\ I'.l“' ti'll' l[.r.:;;‘. N'ﬂ.\r:ll' in ":':"rﬂl'ld
War I and created prototype land-
ing craft in World War I

“We're going through a period of

"Bugsy, "a Hacl

nostalgia,” said Schroth, explaining
the draw of antique boars. “1 used
to collect all sorts of marine memo-
rabilia before it was popular.”

His office is decorated with
maps of the Great Lakes and pic-
tures of boats. Schroth recently

A 1946 calbin cruiser.

houses four 1 .Elﬂﬂ-hﬂrmrpuwcr Packard

V-12 engines. The original leather
seats where Wood and his thrortleman
Orlin Johnson sat were downwind
from the exhaust pipes thar blasred
them with powerful noxious fumes.
The Mayeas have restored a number
of classic boats over the years including

bought a binnacle compass in
Florida and had it shipped to his
cotrage.

“I took it apart to clean it and
discovered it was made in Algonac,”
he said, chuckling.

Larry Mayea notes that the area

has long been an industrial center

of pleasure-craft  production. The
WChris-Craft plant was eight miles down
the road in Algonac, John Hacker’s boar
Borks was 15 miles away in M
Clemens. The Gar Wood plant was also
in Algonac.

“Everyone knew everyone else,” he

said,

Club member Mark Gregory is the

gﬂ.ﬂdﬂ]ﬂ Gf-rhl.‘ ﬁ':ll.lll{l'r_'r Ii!lult'lf (_}r::gm'}'

Boat Co., esmblished in Detroit in

11908 and known for the Belle Isle Bear
*Cats it buile during the 1920s.

“My grandfather buile boats for the
bootlegeers during Prohibition and for
the Coast Guard to carch them,” said
Gregory, a Comerica Bank execurive.
“His boats were top echelon.”

Gregory Boart Co. folded during the
Depression, but was resurrected and
still operates near Warter Works Park in
Detroit today.

“Those old boats had a lot of char-
acter, said Gregory, whose brother,
Scott, runs the boatyard today. “They
were works of art. You feel differendly in
awood boar, the sound of water on the
hull. It's like a Harley is more than a
mororcycle. It has its own feeling and
spirit.”

Mayea Boar Works has restored a
number of Belle Isle Bear Cars, all triple
cockpit runabouts ranging in size from
26 feer to 34 feer.

“The Mayea yard is an anachronism
of time,” said Gregory, a DAC member
for 30 years. “That’s what shipyards
used to be years ago.”

Admiration for the old boats runs
deep, and is evident at the annual boar

| 1927 Belle fsfe Super Bearcar built by (¢

Lt

show. Every year Jim Schroth mans
the antique boats display sponsored
by the f'u'[i{_'iﬁgnn chapter of the
Antique and Classic Boar Society
{ACBS) ar the Detroit Boat Show
in Cobo Center.

“Its just a fun thing w do,”
Schroth said. “A lot of people come
through and ask questions.”

Michigan is second in the narion
for overall marine related expenditures,
'.1ccnrd]ng to the ?'rﬁch]g;m Hu'.llillg
Industry Association (MBIA), and also
has more registered boats than any
other state in the naton.

Lifelong love

Grosse Pointe businessman Marty
Cohan has owned classic boats for
years. His first, Last Dawn, was a 52-
foot cabin cruiser built in New York for
the owner of the American Greeting
Card Co. and later bought by the fam-
ily of U.5. Supreme Court Justice
Charles Evans Hughes.

“I ran across it at the Jefferson Beach
Marina and thats all it took,” said
Cohan, a former DAC member and the
son of Bill Cohan, a past president of
the Beavers and Blackballers and a Club
member for 43 years.

"Having grown up in the .-";lgm‘lm:
area where Chris Craft built boats and
living on the water pretty much got me
o ]n‘.':.‘ TI'.H.' L‘:id I'lﬂﬂ[h.“ .\ilid [:Uh.'!.]'l. 'i'lu'hﬂ
sold Last Dawn to New York-based
Grammy winning songwriter Jim
Webb.

“lt was very common for just about
any boat running on the water at the
same rime to pull up alongside to get a
better look at her,” he said.
“T'd get a lot of thumbs-up
signs.”
After several
cruising Lake St. Clair and
Detroir  River to the
Ambassador Bridge, Cohan
decided 1o sell the vessel.

“I had another boat along
with it, so I sold Dawn,” he

r'_tﬂl ¥y f.'lHJ.flr

] o l'.nr.

seasons of

Gire

said.

= ~I|f-'r':'rlr
His other crahi

is an [
unnamed 22-foor wooden
SPL:L'I.{ h-! YAl |J Ll iil 3 h }'
Greaverte Boats Ltd. of Ontario,
Canada — a mahogany runabour built
in 1954,

“The Muskoka area is like the Lake
Tahoe of Canada,” he said.

Three l;—lr!-_-,i: inI:L'rL'um]::L'liug inland
lakes with a smarttering of little islands
accessible only by boat made it a nar-
ural area for a bunrhuilq]in__:—:_ induhlr:.' to
the

Canadian-made vessel in 1991 near

spring up. Cohan bought
Algonac.

“I think antique boats are popular
for the same reasons as antique cars,”
he mused. “They're not being pro-
duced today with the same attention
to derail, it’s almost a lost arr. These
boats are becoming more and more

. "
'L".'!]ll:lhi{' as ume g0Cs ann.

This year, the Michigan chapter of

the ACBS will show eighrt classic boats
d;tring from 1949 and older at the
Detroit Boar Show.

“The owners put so much time and
effort into preserving these crafts, irs
an awesome sight to see them in con-
trast to the new wvessels,” said Van
Snider, prcsidf:nt of the MBIA, boat
show sponsor.

Volunteers from the ACBS will
respore a h{];'l'[ I;{I.Il"ing t]'lt' 5]““'{. ThL"
Michigan chaprer has over 500 mem-
bers, making it the largest regional
chapter in the country. No doubt their
efforts will bring even more classic
boat lovers into the fold.
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Marey Coban,
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